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S U P E R I O R C L I P P I N G S E R V I C E
GLENDIVE, MT 406-365-6612Grace cleans up site; now f e d s want buildings razed

\V LIBBY (AP) - W.R. Grace andCo. spent about $2 million last yearto decontaminate f ive buildings at aformer vermiculite export plantnear downtown Libby of anyasbestos residue.N o w , the EnvironmentalProtection Agency wants the com-pany to demoli sh the city-ownedbuildings, where asbestos contami-nation was discovered early in 2000.Company o f f i c i a l s maintain thebuildings aren't a health risk."We know of no reason to tearthem down. We felt we success fullycleaned them," Grace spokesman/Alan Stringer, saidv d «0?hey can.order us to do it; that's, their;'pre-rogative, and we' l l have to.com-

ply." T h e E P A approved G r a c e ' sc l eanup p lan las t f a l l , However,over the winter, asbestos f i b e r scontinued to f i l t e r out of cracks inthe wood, EPA on-site coordinatorPaul Peronard said."They didn' t clean well," hesaid. "Bight now, we're trying toresolve a sat i s factory restorationplaf t ."S t r i n g e r acknowledged thatasbestos f i b e r s were f ound thisspring around the foundations ofthe buildings.Grace and EPA o f f i c i a l s areworking w i t t f ' t h e ' c i t y and1 formertenants Mel and Judy Burnett *bdevise a plan for the property. '

The Burnetts' retail lumber busi-ness and planing mill was relocatedto U.S. 2 in Libby last summer, andi t ' s unknown yet whether the busi-ness will move back to its previouslocation once i t ' s deemed clean.Vermicul i t e was processed andbagged there for decades, causingasbestos contamination, particular-ly in the soil. Contaminated soil hasbeen hauled back to the vermiculitemine near Libby.The EPA is coordinating testingand cleanup at several Libby sitesthi s summer, i n c l u d i n g variousschools and facil i t ie s .- '•'< "Perbriard: Tvants' all the Schoolt e s t i n g ' done ' a n d ' p r o b l e m s reme-died before classes begin in the fall.

Meanwhi l e , t e s t ing in Libbyhouses continues and data will be jcompiled by this fall. IAbout 20,000 of the 80,000 cubic jyards of toxic soil stockpiled at the jRaintree Nursery site have been jhauled back to the mine. 1Cleanup crews last year exca-'vated a massive amount of contam-'inated soil at the nursery, the sitealong the Kootenai River where :Grace screened and loaded vermi- jculi te ore. Dirt was kept at the !nursery site until the EPA couldwork outsa deal with Grace to dis- jpose of it at the mine.A federal judge , gave the EPA' f u l l 1 a c c e s s ' t o t t ie mine ' s i t e i nMarch.
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